4i8      ST. AUGUSTINE AND HIS AGE
shortly before the Vandals marched down to the
coasts   of   Spain,  and   the   fierce,   skilful,  and
resolute Genseric was left in supreme command.
Mr.   Hodgkin   says   that    if   Attila   was    the
Napoleon   of   the  fifth   century,    Genseric   was
certainly its Bismarck.   A brave soldier and astute
general, as well as a cunning and unscrupulous
politician,   Genseric   probably   saw   his    ultimate
goal from the start.    In  the month of May he
mustered his army of fifty thousand warriors 1 on
the north-west  corner  of Africa,   and   directed
their greed and cruelty towards the distant cities
of Numidia and the Proconsular province.    The
tall, fair, blue-eyed, and  powerful  Teutons had
emerged  from  their  German  forests  some  few
years before, when  the  cry swept  through   the
bleak kingdoms of the north that the steel barrier
of the empire was yielding at length.    Less brave
than the Goths, but more greedy of spoil and more
fierce in victory, they had cut their way across
Gaul and the Pyrenees, and formed a comfortable
kingdom in Spain.    Now, Genseric was leading
them into the very granary of the empire, and
they gathered their skins about them, and grasped
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